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DESCRIBE YOUR GOOD PRACTICE STORY 
 
Address each aspect of your good practice story in the different sections being specific including relevant quantitative 

and qualitative information. 

 

Issues faced 
The European mink is the most endangered small predator in the world. Just some time ago it was 
pretty common European species. The most important reasons for the disappearance of the European 
mink are the introduction of the American mink to Europe, the "repair" work of the land and excessive 
hunting. 
 
The European mink, along with all the other biodiversity around us, is an important part of our national 
cultural heritage. The only way to preserve this natural and cultural heritage is to create safe havens for 
it, such as the suitably sized wooded Hiiumaa. 
 

 
Methods, steps  and tools applied 
The only way to preserve this natural and cultural heritage is to create safe havens for it, such as the 
suitably sized wooded Hiiumaa. 
In 1998–2000, an American population of refugees from an animal farm operating in Hiiumaa was 
caught. Of all the species conservation measures, the capture of alien species is one of the most 
successful. 
 
The settlement of the European mink in Hiiumaa was not easy. Creating proper island for European 
minks from the zoo turned out to be quite a difficult task with many lessons. 
The island as a whole had to be considered and cared for, along with everything that lived there. 
Unexpectedly, the whole island, including the islander, was important. 

 

Key success factors  
Successful site selection. Hiiumaa as an island, which with its wild and diverse nature provided an ideal 
safe living environment for European minks.  
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Lessons learned 
However, things turned out better than we could have feared. The number of European minks has 
gradually increased on the island. Based on the annual recaptures, it is clear that the released and 
adapted creatures are doing well on the island. 

 

Results, achievements and recognitions  
Monitoring and live catching has yielded gratifying results - more animals are caught in traps than ever 
before. All the animals caught are in very good physical shape. Almost half of the caught turned out to 
be so-called real islanders - born in the nature of the island. Therefore, there is great hope that the 
population of the Hiiumaa European mink will finally get under its feet. 

 

Additional references  
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2017/08/scientists-think-they-can-save-european-mink-killing-its-
ruthless-rivalsProvide links to further information. Pictures and videos should be available for 
download either from Youtube, Vimeo or other Cloud-based (Google/ One Drive) download URL. 
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