Name of the speaker:

CARLA CHANDRA

Organisation:

GUYANA TOURISM AUTHORITY

About you

Include here a short biography/presentation
of the speaker or presenting organisation.
In 3rd person. Max. 100 words.

LinkedIn profile

If you agree to share your profile with other
participants, please copy/paste your url
here (optional)

Theme
Choose the theme that was attributed to
your presentation from the dropdown list

Title

Insert the title for your presentation, 2 lines
max.

Summary

Describe here the main content of your
presentation. Max. 220 words

Carla Chandra is the Deputy Director of the Guyana Tourism Authority, with
the responsibility for product development and promotion of Guyana as a
leading sustainable destination. She was born and spent her childhood in a
remote indigenous community in Guyana called Kamarang, and has seen
how tourism has positively impacted communities focused on tourism. With
over 15 years of experience in the Travel and Tourism Industry and a great
love for her country, Carla has a strong drive to contribute towards the
development of Guyana and knows that sustainable tourism is the way to do
that.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/carla-chandra-56ab656/

Tourism to support local communities, culture & tradition
Tourism to support nature and biodiversity

Scaling up Community Led and Owned Indigenous
Tourism in Guyana
Out migration from Indigenous Communities in Guyana was as high as 80%,
leaving behind the challenges of neglected family farms and more importantly
families with absentee husbands and fathers. There was and is a desperate need
for alternative income, which Community Led and Owned Indigenous Tourism
provides.
The country has seen the successes of some of the earlier villages (namely Surama
and Rewa) that started to gain a better way of life from introducing sustainable
Indigenous Tourism to their communities. The Guyana Tourism Authority made it a
point to prioritize Indigenous Community Development in collaboration with the
Ministry of Indigenous Peoples’ Affairs (MOIPA). To address the main challenge
faced by the indigenous communities, a Community Led and Owned Tourism
(CL&OT) framework and toolkit was developed to establish a step-wise
methodology to create Return on Investments (ROI) and sustained impact in these
villages. This has created a ripple effect maximizing the social, environmental and
economical impacts of the 4 main communities now being positioned to be the
next leading CL&OT Indigenous Communities.
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