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Public Institution “Priroda” is responsible for managing protected areas and
NATURA 2000 sites in the Primorje-Gorski Kotar County through inventorying,
evaluating, monitoring and supervision of protected natural areas,
participating in the execution of international agreements on nature protection
and implementation of European legislations and EU Directives related to the
protection of natural values. In order to preserve griffon vultures, a strictly
protected bird species on the basis of Croatian legislation, the Institution
established the new Beli Visitor and Rescue Centre for Griffon Vultures, which
is the only registered griffon vulture rescue center in the Republic of Croatia.
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Coexistence of tourism development and biodiversity
preservation - Beli Visitor Centre
Primorje-Gorski Kotar County is considered an oasis of nature, with three basic
subregions: Gorski Kotar, the costal area, and the Kvarner islands. Each of these
regions is recognized in their diversity, having such a diverse range of habitats,
landscapes, and plant, animal and fungi species in such a relatively small area.
The highland area of Gorski Kotar encompasses plateaus, fields and valleys, the
high mountains and dense forests. The costal area is the most dense populated
part of the country, and is characterized by karst landscapes and
sub-Mediterranean vegetation. The marine part of the County consists of the four
main groups of islands (Krk, Rab, Cres, Lošinj; altogether 55 islands, 60 rocks and
10 reefs). Each of these regions offers immense opportunities of branding natural
heritage and development of sustainable tourism using exceptional biological
diversity. This presentation will show you a good practice of how tourism can
support the protection of a strictly protected species – the griffon vulture.
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