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I am a geographer with interest in the human uses of the marine environment. I
have two main fields of interest:
1. The development of marine policy through the science-policy-research
interface focusing on the legal, political and socio-economic process
facilitating conservation;
2. Integrating marine conservation with maritime spatial planning frameworks,
with particular interest in the use of macro-regional soft law mechanisms to
implement global targets and best practice.
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Ensuring environmental resilience in the face of tourism
development
The environment is tourism's greatest resource. It is important to explicitly recognise
that the integrity and health of the environment are the foundations on which
tourism growth is based, and hence adequate conservation should be prioritised
over other uses. This is especially true in the unique island environment where the
interface between land and sea is often blurred.
The Croatian marine, island and coastal area is the primary tourist attraction for
the country. Yet, often, these resources are overlooked and undervalued. True
conservation does not prohibit use but seeks to balance it with sensible and
sensitive growth.
The Blue World Institute (BWI) has worked on Lošinj Island for 20 years
monitoring the resident bottlenose dolphin community and promoting their
conservation. In the last five years, the BWI has developed a dolphin-watching
programme designed to set industry standards as this protected species has
become seen more as a tourism resource than an integral part of the environment.
The exponential growth of dolphin-watching in Croatia places these animals at
risk, the need for a mandatory code of conduct and licencing issued by the
Ministry of Tourism would help to protect these animals and protect responsible
operators working in the region. International recommendations exist and should
be adopted in Croatia.
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