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Ira Jakša is a passionate about nature and eager to protect the environment.
In 2005 established a sustainable travel agency offering sea kayak tours
especially along the Croatian coast. In 2010 she opened a sea kayaking and
sailing base in Kornati. The tours she offers are nature based and with a
strong educational background on the protected areas like national park
Kornati. Being on the water and visiting remote parts of the islands she is
facing the issues of the waste plastics daily, which lead her to open an
Association in partnership with GoodPlace from Slovenia in order to search
for solutions which could be implemented also in areas like Kornati.
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Water & waste management and how to reduce the use of plastics.
How to avoid the hidden costs of tourism development?

Steps towards plastic free coastline

No More Plastics Association (Udruga more brez plastike) is a newborn NGO
based in Kornati islands, Croatia, with the aim to join local initiatives in the task of
reducing the use of plastics and raise the awareness for good management
practices of plastics in tourism, especially on islands, and protect the
marine/coastal environment. In July 2019, NMP carried out a monitoring of
isolated beaches from Istria to Kornati islands, keeping track of pollution of plastic,
namely marine debris. Monitoring was carried out through a sea kayak
expedition. The results were a surprise to all and they showed the need to take
more action in how to reduce the use and better manage of plastic, how to
engage both local community and visitors and how to build a wide support to
become even stronger. In August NMP organized a cleanup action in Kornati
islands which was followed by a creative workshop with a aim to give collected
plastic waste a second life and after that by a seminar on solutions which could be
implemented through tourism. Tourism is, in one hand, creating a problem with
waste in areas like Kornati and, on the other hand, visitors need to take an active
role and take their responsibility. In order for that, some guidance, information,
infrastructures and an effective waste management policy should be established.
With professional background NMP is brining knowledge and support to take
more active role through engagement, partnership and actions.
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