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Paul Peeters, a Professor at the Centre for Sustainability, Tourism
and Transport of Breda University of Applied Sciences, the
Netherlands, was educated as an aircraft engineer (BSc). He
worked as conceptual aircraft designer, as a wind-energy
researcher, and as a sustainable transport and scenarios
researcher. At BUas, Paul started in 2002 and is involved in
research on tourism and climate scenario’s, system dynamic
modelling, serious gaming, tourism transport mode choice, tourism
climate mitigation policies, and transport technological development.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/paul-peeters-b36a212/
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Facing climate change and tourism; pro-active
destination policies needed
The severity and frequency of forest fires, droughts, heatwaves, floods,
forest fires, and biodiversity loss are clearly increasing and form a
thread for the safety, quality and accessibility of tourism destinations.
Also, since the Paris agreement, emissions need to be reduced to zero
with consequences for the cost of transportation and energy. The direct
contribution of tourism to CO2 emissions alone is more than 5%;
including all supply chain effects tourism's share in climate change could
be up to 15%. The main source of touristic emissions is air travel. Only
few options exist that reduce aviation's emissions to zero and all involve
increased costs and reduced growth of air travel. A global scenario
study shows a zero-emissions future of all tourism. Main characteristics
of the scenario are synthetic aviation fuels, electric-fuel-cell-powered
aircraft, electric transport over land and water, rail transport,
zero-emission accommodation, shorter distances and longer stays. The
societal and political discussions about aviation have taken momentum
since 2016-2017. In the Netherlands, targets for aviation CO2 emissions
will be formulated, in Sweden the ‘flight shame’ movement reduced
aviation by 6% last year. Destinations need to react and support such
changes to develop in a sustainable way.
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