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Deputy Director of the TarragonaTourist Board in Catalonia, for the Terres de
l'Ebre Region. Associate professor of the University Master's Degree in
Management of Tourism Destinations, at Rovira i Virgili University in
Tarragona.
The Ebre land, located in the most southern part of Catalonia, is characterized
by its high ecological value and low density in the touristic activity. In addition,
the identity of its inhabitants, through their traditions, history, folklore and
gastronomy, make Terres de l’Ebre an unique land. The river Ebre shapes this
area declared Biosphere Reserve by UNESCO.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/albert-folch-2b33978a
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The DestiMED Project in Terres de l’Ebre, Catalonia.

The Terres de l’Ebre Biosphere Reserve was selected by the IUCN Centre for
Mediterranean Cooperation to develop a pilot action under the framework of
Interreg Med DestiMED project. This project supports the development of new
ecotourism products which are co-designed and managed by protected areas and
local tourism suppliers, and tested a new approach applying the Ecological
Footprint methodology toward monitoring the resource use demanded by
ecotourism products.
The Mediterranean is a biodiversity hotspot where protected areas play a large
role in supporting conservation efforts. At the level of European Policy, there is
increasing interest in creating a more sustainable tourism sector. On the other
hand, the Mediterranean coast is under significant pressure from tourism industry
development, especially in those destinations which base their offer on traditional
forms of sun, sand, and sea tourism, without exploring added values or alternative
flows.
In Catalonia, the new strategic plan for tourism has the objective of
deconcentrating the tourism activity, which nowadays 90% takes place on the
coast, including Barcelona.
DestiMED project responds to these challenges by working with protected areas to
make ecotourism a viable alternative.
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